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THE BASIL LEAF 

Mary 

Fr. James Purdie 

 One of the biggest issues that many people have when discussing or 
considering Orthodoxy is Mary. Her place and presence in the Church 
are somewhat scandalous and confusing to those come from a 
protestant background where they were taught that such devotion to the 
Mother of God is unnecessary at the least, or sacrilegious at the most. 
So, after leaving the Church on Sunday, how do we talk to others about 
Mary, the Theotokos, during the week?  

 As always, don’t get defensive right off the bat when you’re called to 
give an account. Instead, ask the person you’re conversing with why 
they don’t venerate Mary. Put the onus on them. You’ll learn quite a bit 
about their perspective and be better situated to address their concerns. 
They’ll likely feel listened too, which will result in more positive dialogue. 
With that out of the way, what might be some of their beef about Mary? 

 Often, she is seen with all the other saints as an unnecessary go-
between, a mediator, to get to Jesus. “Can’t people pray directly to 
Jesus?” The answer, of course, is yes. In fact, Orthodox Christians do 
speak directly with Jesus, The Father, and the Holy Spirit. We also ask 
Mary and the saints to pray for us, just like we ask the person next to us 
in the pew to pray for us.  

 Mary and the saints are part of our Church family. We want them 
around. We want their love, advice, witness, and guidance. We really 
love them! They’ve been through this life and succeeded in keeping the 
faith. When we “pray” to them we are asking to learn from their example 
and witness, and yes, we are asking them to pray to God for us. Don’t 
we want as many people praying for us as possible? I do. And I 
especially want those who’ve succeeded in the spiritual life and who 
stand at the throne of God to pray for me. Their prayers, it seems to me, 
are the most helpful.   

 Remember, we Orthodox didn’t sit around one day and say, "hmm, 
these people are too close to God. Let's give them a hard time by 
instituting prayers to Mary and the saints." Nor did we accidentally fall 
into creating a series of saintly bodyguards to keep us from God. The 
intercession of the saints is part of the organic life of the Church. It is 
even scriptural (I’ll do a post on that soon).   

 Interestingly enough, Christ’s first miracle happened at the 
intercession of His mother. Recall the wedding at Cana of Galilee in 
John 2:1-11. The wine gives out and Mary approaches Jesus to do 
something, and it seems that Christ’s “hour has not yet come.” “No 
matter,” Mary says to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” You 
know the rest of the story.   (Continued on p. 4)    

   There is joy in heaven over those who 
are being saved, and Christ, like the father 
of the prodigal son, makes a feast for his 
rescued child. 
  
                   -St. Gregory of Nyssa 
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St. Basil The Great Antiochian Orthodox Church  

Parish Happenings:  
  Collection of Stewardship Commitment/Info 
update cards is still ongoing. Blank forms are 
available in the Narthex. You can either mail 
them in or drop them by the office... As always, 
Thank you for your cooperation!"  

 On February 2, we celebrated the 
Presentation of Christ.  Now we look forward to 
completing our Lenten preparation, Triodion, 

and the Great Fast, itself!    (Continued on p. 2)  
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Parish Happenings (continued from p.1)  

 Students continue to prepare for the Bible Bowl which will be held at 
the Parish Life Conference in June. 

 

 The Homeschool 
Group of St. Basil is 
aiming to mutually  en-
courage each other in 
our homeschooling and 
Orthodox      Christian 
journeys!  Exploring mu-
sic,     geography, the 
Bible and the Saints has 
been the focus of our homeschool group.  It’s been a joy to get to know 
each other better and get the kids together for some learning, fun and 
laughter.  Rebecca is incorporating rhythm, tones and church hymns in 
her lessons.  The kids are putting scrambled song words in order and 
learning how to read music.  They have made instruments and played 
musical games.  We have just started using The Age of Triumph Curricu-
lum.  They have a   wonderful booklet entitled, “Theology of Sound—The 
Eight Tones,” which can be found here http://illumination-learning.com/
main/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/TheologyinSoundTheEightTones.pdf 

 Kh. Yvonne is focusing on the Bible and verse transcribing and memori-
zation.  We are learning the Books of the Bible in order and how to look 
up verses.  We recently studied the verse, “Behold, a  Virgin shall be with 
Child, and shall bring forth a Son…” from Matthew 1:23.  Students flipped 
through the books of the Bible to find the verse.  Then flipped through the 
Old Testament to find the original prophecy of this verse in Isaiah 7:14.  
We are again using the Age of Triumph Curriculum which provides a 
beautiful compilation of verses for practicing both cursive and print.  
http://illumination-learning.com/main/wp-content/2014/06/
AgeofTriumphCursiveCopywork.pdf 

 Dasha is leading the children in learning about the traditions and Saints 
of the church.  We recently read the story, “The Saint and his Bees.”  This 
book is based on the life of Saint  Modomnoc.  Later the children enjoyed 
tasting a fruit and honey snack.  The three Holy Hierarchs were also dis-
cussed, which included our beloved St. Basil.  They’ve also baked holy 
bread and even Vasilopita. Melissa is leading the geography portion, cur-
rently focusing on Europe.  Lapbooks were made with maps and various 
word puzzles to learn the countries and capitals. 

 Fr. James leads us in morning prayers and midday prayers.  He  also 
leads a catechism class for the older kids.  The kids love eating lunch 
with him and hearing his funny jokes. 

 The links above can be used by any and all families interested in their 
kids learning Bible verses and the tones of the Church.  Please feel free 
to ask any of us about our group, especially if you are    thinking of joining 
us! 

 The Chapel of St Basil is growing slowly but steadily and regularly has 
visitors both orthodox and non.  By this point, we have a small but talent-
ed choir and have become proficient in celebrating Vespers. Our Vespers 
in the past month have been following the Western Calendar, which this 
time of year is focusing on the implications of Epiphany, except for Febru-
ary 5th, when we chanted the Vespers of St. Agatha.                          

 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Pictured here,       

Students are studying 

and playing an online  

review game that Jai 

Riske created for the 

teams. 
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Parish Happenings: (continued from p. 2)  

Now we are moving into pre-Lent and Lent itself.  We have recently 
arranged to begin meeting at Christ the King Episcopal Church in 
Yorktown on Thursdays.  We invite anyone who wishes to join us for 
a night to come and see what Orthodoxy looked like in the Latin 
Speaking world.  Please see Ben Franks for more information. 

  
  

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism— 

  February 24, 2019     

    Robert Moore 

          

 

 

 

 

Here, members of the 

Antiochian Women 

discuss Paschal deco-

rations. 
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Mary (continued from p. 1) 

 This is a great example of how we understand Mary and the 
saint’s intercession. We ask for prayers and intercessions, she 
makes them and simultaneously tells us to do whatever her Son 
says. This was Christ’s first miracle, it manifested His glory and 
the disciples believed in Him thanks to the intercession of Mary.   

 Another Marian concern: It seems to many that we give too 
much effort focusing on Mary. Why not just say a quick prayer to 
her and move on? We have supplications to Mary. Why spend all 
that time pleading with her when you could talk to Jesus directly? 
First off, anyone who makes that claim has likely never listened to 
an Orthodox supplication service. Encourage them to come to a 
supplication before they make a judgment. If they visit, they will 
realize that just how focused we are on Christ during those pray-
ers.  

 Then there is the idea that we Orthodox give undue honor to 
Mary. That she just happened to be the one God chose. What? 
Like God was sitting around one day and thought, "who should 
bear my son?" and then picked her name out of a hat? Or maybe 
God opened a book and said, “Whoever’s name point to on the 
page when I open the book will be the chosen one?” We might im-
maturely do that when seeking spiritual advice from God, but that’s 
not how He operates. 

 Read Luke 1:26-56. It says she found favor with God. God didn’t 
randomly pick her. It wasn’t a Divine lottery. She lived in such a 
way as to find favor with God. Enough favor, as it turned out, to be 
made worthy to bear Jesus Christ our God. The scripture recounts 
Elizabeth saying of her, “Blessed are you among women.” 
Blessed! And Mary said that God, "regarded" her and that from 
"henceforth all generations shall call me blessed."  

 When do other Christians call Mary blessed? I grew up 
Protestant and hung out with scripture-alone believers. I rarely, if 
ever, heard them call Mary blessed. If we are going to be scriptural 
then we must call Mary blessed. And where would be the best 
place and time to do that? Gathered together as the Church in the 
worship of God.  
 Here is another reason we venerate Mary: The Ten Command-
ments. Yep, right in Exodus 21:12 God commands that we honor 
our father and mother. Well, Jesus’ (remember he is fully human 
and fully God) fulfilled the Law and honored his Father and moth-
er. When Jesus honored His mother Mary, was he being sacrile-
gious, no? But are we blaspheming by honoring His mother? No. 
How could we be?  

 We are united to Christ and have received sonship through 
adoption. His mother has become our mother. The mother of the 
Christian race. That is the point of John 19:26, in which Jesus not 
only entrusts Mary to the beloved disciple but teaches us that 
Mary is the mother of the faithful. So again, when and where 
would be the best place and time to honor ours’ and Jesus’ moth-
er? In and as the Church worshiping God in our union with Christ. 
Because He doesn’t stop honoring His mother. He eternally hon-
ors her even as we worship Him, in Him, and with Him.  

 But WHY AM I SHARING ALL THIS WITH YOU? Because I 
want us to go out there and talk to people about our faith. To know 
the faith and communicate it in an intelligible and relevant manner. 
To EVANGELIZE. We need to stop putting our energy into things 
like food festivals, or telling others on social media how wrong they 
are. Instead, we need to practice genuine evangelism. The kind 
that loves others, that offers a warm heart, or maybe even a meal. 
The kind of evangelism that can competently share the faith. I 
hope these reflections on Mary help us speak to others about her 
when we are asked.  

 

 p.s. Sadly, there are some out there who accuse us of worship-
ing Mary. I am not sure they actually believe that or if they just like 
repeating antiquated propaganda. If you come across someone 
who takes that line of argument, then know they understand next 
to nothing about Orthodoxy and are likely not interested in know-
ing. Move on. 
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Dates to Remember 

Great Vespers, Saturdays 6:30 PM. Matins, Sundays, 9:25 AM. 

Divine Liturgy, Sundays, 10:30 AM. 

Sunday School & Adult Ed, Sundays following Liturgy. 

 

Mar  

 2    Bible Bowl Practice, 5:15pm, before Vespers 

 3    Meatfare Sunday 

     Parish Council Meeting, 12:45pm 

 5    Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St Basil, 7:00pm 

 8    Youth Group, 6:30pm 

 10      Cheesefare Sunday 

     Forgiveness Vespers after Coffee Hour 

                 No Sunday School 

   11   Lent Begins 

     Compline, 6:30pm 

 12   Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Compline, 6:30pm 

 13   Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, 6:30pm 

 14   Compline, 6:30pm 

 15   Homeschool Group, 9:00am 

     Akathist, 6:30pm 

 17   Antiochian Women’s Meeting 

     Sunday of Orthodoxy, Vespers at St. Basil, 6:30pm 

 19   Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 20    Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, 6:30pm 

 22   Akathist, 6:30pm 

 23   Retreat RSVP Due 

 25   Vesperal Liturgy, 6:30pm 

 26   Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 27   Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, 6:30pm 

 29   Homeschool Group, 9:00am 

     Akathist, 6:30pm 

 30   Church Community &  

       Responsibility Retreat,  

       10:00am-4:00pm 


