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THE BASIL LEAF 

Civilization: Unity, 

Organization, Cooperation! 

 

Notes From Fr. James  

Sid Meier’s Civilization games 
are some of the best. I have 
wasted countless hours playing 
it, so I should know. You play as 
a particular civilization, like the 
Romans, and are pitted against 
other opponents. The object is to 
build up your civilization’s 
economy, culture, military might, 
so forth.   One thing I have found 
while playing is that a small well-organized civilization can win 
over an opponent with a larger army.  

This is also a lesson of history.  Peoples or armies who fail 
to unite and organize in an efficient and cohesive manner can 
likely be defeated by a smaller unified and well-coordinated 
opposition. This is particularly true if that smaller force has 
additional support from outside itself. This is directly relevant to 
American Christianity in general and American Orthodoxy 
specifically.  

 American Orthodoxy is extremely disorganized. The existence of 
overlapping jurisdictions causes confusion and unhealthy 
competition. Differences in application of canons, fasting and 
calendar nuances, liturgical variations, debates over how to 
receive a convert, whether head scarves are a requirement, and 
the like cause confusion. Non-orthodox are dismayed by this and 
the Orthodox faithful find it difficult to navigate the spiritual life. 
This is especially exacerbated given that the population is so 
transient, and that American still attracts significant immigrants.  

Consider the following scenarios: An Antiochian covert may easily 
find herself moving to an area where there is only a Greek 
Church. A college student ends up at a school with only one 
Orthodox Church, which his jurisdiction is out of communion with. 
How does one born and raised in the western rite handle fasting 
when they find themselves in an area of only eastern rite 
Churches?    (Continued on p. 5)    

The chief thing in Christianity, 
according to the clear teaching of 
the Word of God, is the fire of 
divine zeal, zeal for God and His 
glory, the holy zeal which alone 
is able to inspire man in labors 
and struggles pleasing to God, 
and without which there is no 
authentic spiritual life and there is 
not and cannot be any true 
Christianity.  Without this holy 
zeal Christians are ‘Christians’ in 
name only. 

 - Archbishop Averky Taushev 
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St. Basil The Great Antiochian Orthodox Church  

Parish Happenings:  
    

  Our Red Cross Blood Drive is coming up 
February 24.  It will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall from 3pm—7pm.  Mark your calendars!  

 

 (Continued on p. 2)  
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 Parish Happenings (continued from p.1) 

ORTHODOXY ON TAP 

Orthodoxy on Tap is great to fellowship with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  We talk about modern day topics and how an Orthodox Chris-

tian should approach them.  Anyone 18 years old and older is welcome 

to come.  We always meet on the second Tuesday of each month at a 

different brewery.  The meeting in February will take place at Oozlefinch 

Brewery in Fort Monroe at 7:00pm on February 11th.  For any ques-

tions, please contact Erik Voron at erikvoron2013@gmail.com 

BIBLE BOWL 

This year, the teens (13-19) will practice separately from the pre-teens.  

There might be some overlap as the competition draws nearer, but for 

now, Teen SOYO will determine their practice schedule. Please look for 

more information soon. 

For the pre-teen category (ages 10-12), we will be practicing before 

Vespers.  If possible, we would like to meet this Saturday, February 1st.  

Kh Kelly would be willing to carpool, and there is an Adult Education 

class going on at the same time. 

Important Information— 

Bible Bowl Date : Saturday, June 27, 11:00am 

Pre-teen practice: Saturday, February 1st, 5:30pm 

Website w/ study materials : https://orthodoxyouth.org/bible-bowl/ 

Please email Kh Kelly if your student is interested in being a part of the 

Bible Bowl, and let he know if he/she is able to make it this Saturday. 

Lastly, please remember that if there are more than 5 people interested 

in being on the team, we will hold a local tryout competition to deter-

mine the team.  We will cross this bridge when the time comes. 

WOMEN’S GROUP 

Christmas season was lots of fun and went well with decorations, their 

St. Nicholas party, Secret Sis-

ter, and more.  We wrapped it 

up with Almost 20 ladies gath-

ered at Olive Garden for a fun 

dinner and gift exchange in 

early Janu-

ary in a 

Christmas 

Celebration. 

 

 

 

(continued on p.3) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (continued from p.2)  

 
 
WOMEN’S GROUP cont. 
 
Thank you to Rhonda Mertens for the Notes from our last meeting! 
 
 
Secret Sister reveal is set for Saturday, February 8th at 4pm.  Restaurant 
TBD. 
 
 
Sunday, February 9, we will do a Diaper Sprinkle for Ksenia Jones on the 
impending arrival of her baby boy!  This will be at the tail end of coffee 
hour, so please bring diapers/etc. to service with you.  She prefers Cost-
co Kirkland, Seventh Generation, or Pampers brands, size 1 to 5 (she 
already has newborn size).  If you’d like to participate, please bring in a 
pack.  Also, Oxana Sidor is willing to go buy a big pack from Costco if 
you’d rather contribute a small amount.  Please see her about this if inter-
ested. 
 
 
National dues are coming up soon.  Our local dues are $45 a year for 
those who are able to pay. 
 
 
The Antiochian Women’s National Fundraiser this year is to provide funds 
for a new cathedral at the Antiochian Village.  We discussed our partici-
pation in the fundraiser.  We decided on doing a bake sale as well as 
sending in a donation.  Beth, our treasurer was not present for our meet-
ing today to give us an update on where we’re at financially.  We will de-
cide at a later date on the amount of our donation. 
 
 
Bake sale is set for Valentine’s Day weekend, Sunday, February 16th 
during coffee hour. 
 
 
Lenten Women’s Retreat 
 
 Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral—Norfolk is hosting a retreat 
February 28—March 1, 2020.  The retreat is held in Virginia Beach at the 
Holiday Inn located at 5655 Greenwich Rd.  See the fliers on the bulletin 
board or ask Melissa Edens for more details. 
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Upcoming Events  

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Notes from Father James  (continued from p. 1) 

A woman is told to start refraining from communion when she 
finds herself in a parish that forbids partaking of the chalice when she 
is menstruating. A Russian immigrant lands in a town with only a 
Greek parish. A person baptized in the name of the Trinity is told he 
must be re-baptized when he knows others who have come into the 
Church by chrismation.  

Many of the faithful manage to muddle their way through 
these things, but some don’t. It is tempting to say that the people in 
the aforementioned scenarios “just have to deal with it,” or that they 
should have stronger faith. It’s also tempting to celebrate the different 
expressions of Orthodoxy that exist in America, but such responses 
fail to address the challenges and confusion that do exist.       

Granted, we are unified at the chalice, but that is often where 
the unity stops, and even then, there are exceptions. Can eucharistic 
unity alone overcome the confusion that exists? Can a person be de-
fied without repentance? Yes, organizations like OCF, FOCUS, and 
OCMC, but the existing disunity can’t be of much help.  

The second issue, unhealthy competition, is also a cause for 
concern. St. Basil’s is in Hampton, VA. We are the only Orthodox 
Church in Hampton, but there are nine United Methodist Churches in 
Hampton. There aren’t even nine Orthodox Churches combined in 
the 3,730 square miles of my geographic region with a population of 
1,728,733. Once at a gathering of local Orthodox priests, I mentioned 
how it would be great to have a mission in the next town over be-
cause it does not have an Orthodox Church (I have hunch that it 
would be threatening to the other jurisdictions to have a mission in a 
town where they currently have a Church). Nevertheless, it was sug-
gested to me that a mission is the last thing the area needs since it 
would compete with the existing Churches.  

This says two things: First, that we aren’t good at making con-
verts. Secondly, that we view the faithful as fixed number, wherein if 
my slice of the pie (parishioners) grows it is only because my Church 
has stolen from someone else’s pie. We fear sheep stealing, we are 
suspicious of and are in competition with each other, due in part to 
the previously mentioned confusion.    

Now, back to the opening suggestion that a small organized 
and united force can defeat a larger disorganized group. Christianity 
in general and Orthodox specifically face a small but cohesive and 
effective opposition. Namely, the world. The world that fights us mani-
fests itself in thing like secular humanism, post-modernism, and ma-
terialism. This world is aided by the media, the music and movie in-
dustries, and radical organizations that denigrate our faith on the one 
hand and expose us when we fail to live up to our faith on the other. 
Is this world bigger than Christianity? The world is certainly vocal, but 
it is possible that there is still a silent majority of Christians. Is the 
world larger than Orthodoxy? In America it seems that way. But is the 
world bigger than the power of God with all His saints and angelic 
might? No. Not by a long shot.  

Orthodoxy in America is therefore the larger force. What we 
need is unity, effective organization, and cooperation. We need to 
believe that faith is worth propagating and that we can evangelize. 
This can begin at the local level. Each parish should strive to be as 
internally unified and organized as possible. Each parish should have 
its own house in order. Then it can begin to have meaningful relation-
ships with its bishop and jurisdiction. That won’t solve all the prob-
lems, but it should allow your parish to navigate some of the troubled 
waters it will encounter. From there it might be possible to work with, 
or at least not threaten, other local Orthodox parishes of other juris-
dictions in some joint endeavors. While this is happening, maybe the 
hierarchs and “Mother Churches” will work just as hard. They too 
know the issues and what’s at stake. Encourage them, support them, 
pray for them. Theirs is no easy task.   

The alternative is, at best, more of the same, or at worst 
American Orthodoxy dwindles to virtual nonexistence in our country. 
This and the first half of the article sound a little dour, but the truth is, 
I really believe we are up to the task. I believe that God is with us. It 
won’t be easy, but if we put ourselves to it, we will find that we are 
participating in nothing less than the work of God in His civilization, I 
mean Kingdom.   
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Dates to Remember 

Great Vespers, Saturdays 6:30 PM. Matins, Sundays, 9:25 AM. 

Divine Liturgy, Sundays, 10:30 AM. 

Sunday School & Adult Ed, Sundays following Liturgy. 

 

February  

 1   Adult Education 5:45pm 

 2   Parish Council Meeting, 12:45pm 

 4   Bible Study, 11:30am 

 5   Vespers, 7:00pm 

 6   Liturgy, 9:00am 

    Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 7   Homeschool Group 9:00am 

 11  Bible Study, 11:30am 

    Orthodoxy on Tap, 7:00pm 

    Oozlefinch Brewery, Fort Monroe 

 12  Vespers, 7:00pm 

 13  Liturgy, 9:00am 

    Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 15  Adult Education, 5:45pm 

 16  Women’s Group Meeting, 12:45pm 

 18  Bible Study, 11:30am 

 19  Vespers, 7:00pm 

 20  Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 21  Homeschool Group, 9:00am 

 23  Meetfare Sunday 

 24  Red Cross Blood Drive, 3:oo-7:oopm 

 25  Bible Study, 11:30am 

 26  Vespers 7:00pm 

 27  Liturgy, 9:00am 

    Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 29  Adult Education, 5:45pm 

 

 

 

 


