
S t .  B a s i l  t h e  G r e a t 
A nt i o c h i an  O r t ho do x  C hu r c h



Welcome visitors!  If you are visiting with us for the first time, we greet you in the Holy Name of Christ, our Saviour, and 
hope you will join us in fellowship after worship. We are genuinely pleased to have you with us today.  We must remind 

you that while the Orthodox Church prays for the unity of all, we do not practice “open Communion.” Only those Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and regular confession should approach the chalice.   

 
For questions, please contact Fr. James Purdie.  

Blessings. 
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“It was fitting that the Giver of all holiness should enter this 
world by a pure and holy birth. For He it is that of old formed 
Adam from the virgin earth, and from Adam without help of 
woman formed woman. For as without woman Adam produced 
woman, so did the Virgin without man this day bring forth a 
man. For it is a man, saith the Lord, and who shall know him [Jer. 
17:9]. For since the race of women owed to men a debt, as from 
Adam without woman woman came, therefore without man 
the Virgin this day brought forth, and on behalf of Eve repaid the 
debt to man.

That Adam might not take pride, that he without woman had 
engendered woman, a Woman without man has begotten man; 
so that by the similarity of the mystery is proved the similarity in 
nature. For as before the Almighty took a rib from Adam, and by 
that Adam was not made less; so in the Virgin He formed a living 
temple, and the holy virginity remained unchanged. Sound and 
unharmed Adam remained even after the deprivation of a rib; 
unstained the Virgin though a Child was born of her.”

+ St. John Chrysostom

Saint Quotes

“Why is it hard to believe that Mary gave birth in a way contrary 
to the law of natural birth and remained a virgin, when contrary 
to the law of nature the sea looked at Him and fled, and the 
waters of the Jordan returned to their source (Ps. 113:3). Is it past 
belief that a virgin gave birth when we read that a rock issued 
water (Ex. 17:6), and the waves of the sea were made solid as a 
wall (Ex. 14:22)? Is it past belief that a Man came from a virgin 
when a rock bubbled forth a flowing stream (Ex. 20:11), iron 
floated on water (4 Kings 6:6), a Man walked upon the waters 
(Mt. 14:26)? If the waters bore a Man, could not a virgin give birth 
to a man? What Man? Him of Whom we read: ‘…the Lord shall be 
known to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians shall know the Lord 
in that day; and they shall offer sacrifices, and shall vow vows to 
the Lord, and pay them’ (Is. 19:20).

In the Old Testament a Hebrew virgin (Miriam) led an army 
through the sea (Ex. 15:21); in the New testament a king’s 
daughter (the Virgin Mary) was chosen to be the heavenly 
entrance to salvation.”’”

+ St. Ambrose, Synodal Letter 44, Letters, 1-91 (Fathers of the 
Church Patristic Series)



THE FIRST ANTIPHON

O God, my God, attend to me; why 
hast Thou forsaken me? Far from 
my salvation are the words of my 
transgressions.

Refrain: Through the intercessions 
of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
My God, I will cry by day, and wilt 
Thou not hearken? And by night, 
and it shall not be unto folly for me. 
But as for Thee, 

Thou dwellest in the sanctuary, O 
Praise of Israel. (Refrain)

Glory… Both now… (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON

O God, why hast Thou cast us off 
unto the end? Remember Thy 
congregation which Thou hast
purchased from the beginning.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who 
wast crucified in the flesh; who sing 
to Thee. Alleluia.

This is Mount Zion wherein Thou 
hast dwelt. (Refrain)

God is our King before the ages. He 
hath wrought salvation in the midst 
of the earth. (Refrain)

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten 
Son and Word of God…

THE THIRD ANTIPHON

The Lord reigneth, let the people 
rage; He sitteth upon the cherubim, 
let the earth be shaken. 
The Lord is great in Zion; 

and He is high above all peoples. 
Let them confess Thy great Name, 
for it is terrible and holy.

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE 
HYMN) OF THE FEAST

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and 
worship at His footstool; for He is 
holy. Save us, O Son of God,
Who wast crucified in the flesh; 
who sing to Thee. Alleluia.  

ANTIPHON
THE
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ELEVATION 
OF THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE 
ONE

O Lord, save Thy people and bless 
Thine inheritance, granting to Thy 
people victory over all their
enemies, and by the power 
of Thy Cross preserving Thy 
commonwealth. 

KONTAKION OF THE ELEVATION 
OF THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE 
FOUR

Do Thou, Who of Thine own good 
will was lifted up upon the Cross, 
O Christ our God, bestow
Thy bounties upon the new Nation 
which is called by Thy Name; 

make glad in Thy might those who 
lawfully govern, that with them 

we may be led to victory over our 
adversaries, having in Thine aid 
a weapon of peace and a trophy 
invincible.

THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN 

Before Thy Cross we bow down 
in worship, Master, and Thy Holy 
Resurrection we glorify.

Glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both 
now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

And we glorify Thy Holy 
Resurrection.
Dynamis!

Before Thy Cross we bow down in 
worship, Master, and we glorify 
Thy Holy Resurrection.



EPISTLE
THE

Exalt ye the Lord our God. The Lord 
reigneth; let the people tremble.

The Reading from the First Epistle 
of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:18-
24)

Brethren, the word of the Cross is 
folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being

saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, “I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the

cleverness of the clever I will 
thwart.” Where is the wise man? 
Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? For since, in the

wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of

what we preach to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, but

we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of 
God.



GOSPEL
THE

The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. John.
(19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35)

At that time, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus to put Him 
to death. And they came to Pontius 
Pilate saying, “Crucify Him, crucify 
Him!” Pilate said to them, “Take 
Him yourselves and crucify Him, for 
I find no crime in Him.” 

The Jews answered him, “We have 
a law, and by that law He ought to 
die, because He has made Himself 
the Son of God.” When Pilate heard 
these words, he was the more 
afraid; he entered the praetorium 
again and said to Jesus, 

“Where art Thou from?” But Jesus 
gave no answer. Pilate therefore 
said to Him, 
September 14 Liturgy Variables 3 
Feast of Holy Cross
“Wilt Thou not speak to me? 
Knowest Thou not that I have power 
to release Thee, and power to
crucify Thee?” Jesus answered him, 

“You would have no power over Me 
unless it had been given
you from above.

When Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out and sat down on 
the judgment seat at a place called 
“The Pavement”, and in Hebrew, 
“Gabbatha.” Now it was the day of 
Preparation of the Passover; it was 
about the sixth hour. He said to the 
Jews, “Behold your King!” 

They cried out, “Away with Him, 
away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate 
said to them, “Shall I crucify your
King?” The chief priests answered, 
“We have no king but Caesar.” Then 
he handed Him over to
them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus and led him away, 
and He went out, bearing His own 
Cross, to the place called the place 
of a skull, which is called in Hebrew 
“Golgotha.” There they crucified 
Him, and with Him two others, one 
on either side, with Jesus between 
them. Pilate also wrote a title and 
put it on the Cross; it read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 



Many of the Jews read this title,
for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it 
was written in Hebrew, in Latin,
and in Greek.

Now standing by the Cross of Jesus 
were His mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw 
His mother, and the Disciple whom 
He loved standing near, He said to 
His mother, “Woman, behold, your 
son!” 

Then He said to the Disciple, 
“Behold, your mother!” And from 
that hour the Disciple took her to 
his own home. After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all was now fulfilled, 
said, “It is finished’; and He bowed 
His head and gave up the spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, 
in order to prevent the bodies 
from remaining on the cross on 
the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was 
a high day), the Jews asked Pilate 

that their legs might

be broken, and that they might be 
taken away. So the soldiers came 
and broke the legs of the first,
and of the other who had been 
crucified with him; but when they 
came to Jesus and saw that He
was already dead, they did not 
break His legs. 

But one of the soldiers pierced 
His side with a spear, and at once 
there came out blood and water. 
He who saw it has borne witness—
his testimony is true. 

MEGALYNARION OF THE FEAST IN 
TONE EIGHT 

O Theotokos, thou art a mystical 
paradise, which being untilled hath 
blossomed forth Christ, by
Whom the life-bringing Tree of the 
Cross was planted in the earth. In 
worshipping Him now
through its elevation, thee do we 
magnify.
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O Master, Christ our God, King of all ages and Maker of all things, I thank Thee for all 
the good things which Thou hast given me and of partaking of Thine immaculate and 
life-giving Mysteries.  Wherefore, I pray Thee, who art good and loves mankind, keep 
me under Thy protection and in the shadow of Thy wings, and grant me a pure con-
science, even unto my last breath to partake of Thy Holy Gifts for unto Thee we ascribe 
glory and thanksgiving, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 
(PRAY SILENTLY AFTER RECEIVING THE HOLY GIFTS) 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) 

 The light of Thy countenance, O Lord, hath been signed upon us. Alleluia.

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) THE
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OFFERINGS
+ Prayers of Health and Safety are offered for +

Father James + fam, Fr Dean,  Fr. Stavros, 
Fr. Romanov, Fr. Iacov, Fr. Anatolie, Fr. 
Mihail + fam, Fr. David, Fr. Leontie, Fr. 

Igor, Fr. Vasile, Fr. Mina, Nun Antuza, Fr. 
Patrikios, Fr. Simion + fam, Issanis + Anis, 

Edens Fam, Georgiana + fam, June, Amanda, 
Dn. Christopher, Ross Fam, Justin, Taylor, 
Ben, Crystal, Ray, Samantha, Voran Fam, 
Slagy Fam, Esra, Paul, Elizabeth, Father 
Dean, Carolyn, Ruzgar, Gokalp, Wheeler 

Fam, Gordon Fam, Vega Fam, Ditthard Fam, 
Surphin Fam, Bennett Fam, Whellan Fam, 

Irina, Hylarion, Arthur + fam, Catalina + fam, 
Nicholas, Adriana + fam, Diana + fam, Ana, 
Maria, Sidor Fam, Tony + fam, Maia + fam, 

Mirela + fam, Simerick fam, Jones fam, Danil 
+ fam, Katerina, Nikolai, Crystal, Ray, Paul, 

Elisabeth, Carolyn, Ruzgar, Marcia, 

Fr Milton + fam, Fr Adam + fam, Fr Elia + 
fam, Fr Earl + fam, Fr. Milan, Father Ted, 
nun Thecla, David Fam, Leary fam, Jared, 
Basil, Robert, Angel, Xavier, Howell fam, 

Irene, Fr. John, Mylarion, Nathaniel, James, 
George, Vasilii, Stephen, Irene, Hylarrion, 
Maria, George & fam, Mariann, Nathaniel, 
Tom, Cory, Maria, Vasily, Anna, Vladimir, 
John & fam, Betka & fam, Anne, David & 

fam, Stuard, The Whelan Family, Christopher, 
Daria, Christopher, Daniel, Sophia, George, 

Daniel, Irina, Ekaterina, Angelina, Igor, 
Hoffman Family, Christine and child, 

Tarka Family, Szall Family, Michael, Tanya, 
Kristina, Matthew, Maryann, Olesnovitch 

Family, Edith, Arthur fam, Mariann, George 
fam, Brigid, Kathy, Nathan, Grant, Debbie. 

Klein fam, NO Shirley + fam
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OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is offered by Dasha Saur for the health, safety, and memory of her loved ones.

Fr. John, Dustin, Lazar, Jaime, Aysem, 
Radovanka, Steven, Asnaketch, Marcie, Lena, 

Gerhard, Mary, Roger, Kelly, Mariya, Ivan, 
Alexandra, Vladimir, Klaudiya, Agrapina, 

Pavel, Agrafena, Pelagea, Vladimir, Gheorghe, 
Elisabeta, Dumitru, Victor, Margareta, 

Gheorghe, Victor, Rada, Marie, Lena, Mary, 
Gerhard, Nun Sophia, Roger, Kelly, Marvin, 
Erica, Raymond, Mary Jane. Leonard, Fr. 

John, Dustin, Aysem, Jaime, Haluk, Kenan, 
Nevin, Maurice, Kazuko, Voula, Sandy, Chris, 
Jeremy, Radovanka, William, Valentina, NO 

Leonard, NO Giuseppina, NO Debbie, NO Paul, 
NO Christopher, NO Bobby, NO Ricky, NO 
Paul, NO Dorothy, NO Robert, NO Shirley, 

NO Sheila, 

+++ Prayers of Loving Memory are offered for +++  

Evdoria, Marcie, Lena, Dorothy, Roger, Kelly, 
Gerhard, Bill, Nun Sophia, Nikolay, Maria, 

Sophia, Natela, Zhana, Raymond, Giorgi-Lary, 
Mary Jane. Leonard, Mariya, Ivan, Alexander, 

Vladimir, Klaudiya, Agpafena, Pavel, 
Vladimir, Tatyana, Ephim, Boris, Sergei, 
Alexandra. Alexander, Michael, Marvin, 
Thomas, Helen, Carmen, Erica, Michael, 
Alexander, Alexey, Yuri, Boris, Valentin, 

Vladimir, Edith, Maria, Ivan, Alecsandra, 
Vladimir, Klaudiya, Agrafena, Pavel, Iakov, 
Vladimir, Evgenia, Alexander, Elena, Nina, 

AJ, Eric, Caroline, Dustin, Aysen, Jaime, Ion, 
Patricia, Esther, Jose, Diana, Marvin, Erica, 

Boris, Valentin, Valentina, Elena, 
Vladimir.



Ardently desiring to find the 
Cross on which our Lord Jesus 
Christ was crucified, Saint 
Constantine sent his mother, 
the pious Empress Helen (May 
21), to Jerusalem, providing her 
with a letter to Saint Macarius, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem.

Although the holy empress 
Helen was already in her 
declining years, she set about 
completing the task with 
enthusiasm. The empress gave 
orders to destroy the pagan 
temple and the statues in 
Jerusalem. Searching for the 
Life-Creating Cross, she made 
inquiry of Christians and Jews, 
but for a long time her search 
remained unsuccessful. Finally, 
they directed her to a certain 
elderly Hebrew by the name of 
Jude who stated that the Cross 
was buried where the temple of 
Venus stood. 

Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross

They demolished the pagan 
temple and, after praying, they 
began to excavate the ground. 
Soon the Tomb of the Lord 
was uncovered. Not far from 
it were three crosses, a board 
with the inscription ordered by 
Pilate, and four nails which had 
pierced the Lord’s Body (March 
6). 

In order to discern on which of 
the three crosses the Savior was 
crucified, Patriarch Macarius 
alternately touched the crosses 
to a corpse. When the Cross 
of the Lord touched the dead 
one, he came to life. Having 
beheld the raising of the dead 
man, everyone was convinced 
that the Life-Creating Cross 
was found. Christians came in 
a huge throng to venerate the 
Holy Cross, beseeching Saint 
Macarius to elevate the Cross, 
so that even those far off might 
reverently contemplate it. 
Then the Patriarch and other 
spiritual leaders raised up the 
Holy Cross, and the people, 
saying “Lord have mercy,” 
reverently prostrated before the 
Venerable Wood. This solemn 
event occurred in the year 326. 
During the discovery of the Life-
Creating Cross another miracle 
took place: a grievously sick 
woman, beneath the shadow 
of the Holy Cross, was healed 
instantly. The elder Jude and 
other Jews there believed 
in Christ and accepted Holy 
Baptism.


