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Welcome visitors!  If you are visiting with us for the first time, we greet you in the Holy Name of Christ, our Saviour, and 
hope you will join us in fellowship after worship. We are genuinely pleased to have you with us today.  We must remind 

you that while the Orthodox Church prays for the unity of all, we do not practice “open Communion.” Only those Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and regular confession should approach the chalice.   

 
For questions, please contact Fr. James Purdie.  

Blessings. 
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The Seventh Ecumenical Council

Convened under Empress Irene (widow of Leo IV), 
the Seventh Ecumenical Council fought against the 
heresy of Iconoclasm. At the time of the Council, icon-
oclasm had raged for sixty years under the Greek Em-
peror Leo III. 

Leo III wanted to convert Mohammedans (Muslims) to 
Christianity, and believed it necessary to do away with 
veneration of icons in order to convert them. This her-
esy continued under his son, Constantine V Coprony-
mus, and his grandson, Leo IV.

The Council resolved to provide holy icons and place 
them in churches, together with the likeness of the 
Life-giving Cross of the Lord. The faithful were to hon-
or and venerate (but not worship) the icons, elevating 
their souls and hearts to the Lord God, the Theotokos 
and the Saints, who are represented in them.

However, after the Seventh Ecumenical Council, per-
secution of the holy icons continued under Emperors 
Leo V, Michael II, and Theophilus. Thus, iconoclasm 
disturbed the Church for another 25 years. The local 
synod of Constantinople in 843 A.D. finally restored 
and affirmed veneration of the holy icons under the 
Empress Theodora. 

This Council established the celebration of the Tri-
umph of Orthodoxy on the first Sunday of Great Lent, 
which we celebrate in thanksgiving to the Lord for 
granting His Church victory over the heresy of icono-
clasm.

- Father Christopher Davis



RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 
IN TONE ONE

While the stone was sealed by 
the Jews, and the soldiers were 
guarding Thy most pure body, 
Thou didst arise on the third 
day, O Savior, granting life to the 
world. 

For which cause the heavenly 
powers cried aloud unto Thee, 
O giver of life. Glory to Thy 
Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy 
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, 
O Thou Who alone art the lover of 
mankind.

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY 
FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT

Thou, O Christ, art our God of 
exceeding praise Who didst 
establish our Holy Fathers as 
luminous stars upon earth, and 
through them didst guide us unto 
the true Faith, O most merciful 
One, glory to Thee.

TROPARION OF ST. BASIL THE
GREAT IN TONE ONE
 
In all the earth that received thy 
sayings, thy melody did resound, 
O righteous father, through which 
thou didst go about and proclaim, 
as worthy of God, the nature of 
creatures, cultivating the character 
of mankind, O thou of kingly 
Priesthood, Basil. Wherefore, plead 
thou with Christ God to save our 
souls.

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE 
TWO

O protection of Christians that 
cannot be put to shame, mediation 
unto the Creator most constant, O 
despise not the suppliant voices of 
those who have sinned; but be thou 
quick, O good one, to come unto 
our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: 
Hasten to intercession, and speed 
thou to make supplication, thou 
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, 
them that honor thee.

ANTIPHON
tHE
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ANTIPHON
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EPISTLE
tHE

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the 
God of our Fathers. For Thou art 
just in all that Thou hast done.

The Reading from the Epistle of 
St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I 
desire you to insist on these things, 
so that those who have believed 
in God may be careful to apply 
themselves to good deeds; these 
are excellent and profitable to men. 
But avoid stupid controversies, 
genealogies, dissension, and 
quarrels over the law, for they are 
unprofitable and futile. As for a man 

who is factious, after admonishing 
him once or twice, have nothing 
more to do with him, knowing that 
such a person is perverted and sinful; 
he is self-condemned. When I send 
Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your 
best to come to me at Nicopolis, for 
I have decided to spend the winter 
there. Do your best to speed Zenas 
the lawyer and Apollos on their way; 
see that they lack nothing. And let 
our people learn to apply themselves 
to good deeds, so as to help cases of 
urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. 
All who are with me send greetings 
to you. Greet those who love us in the 
faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.



GOSPEL
tHE

The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. Luke. (8:5-15)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A 
sower went out to sow his seed; and 
as he sowed, some fell along the 
path, and was trodden under foot, 
and the birds of the air devoured 
it.  And some fell on the rock; and 
as it grew up, it withered away, 
because it had no moisture.  And 
some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns grew with it and choked it.  
And some fell into good soil and 
grew, and yielded a hundredfold.”  
And when His Disciples asked Him 
what this parable meant, Jesus 
said, “To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom 
of God; but for others they are in 
parables, so that seeing they may 
not see, and hearing they may not 
understand.  Now the parable is 

this: The seed is the word of God.  
The ones along the path are those 
who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word 
from their hearts that they may 
not believe and be saved.  And the 
ones on the rock are those who, 
when they hear the word, receive 
it with joy; but these have no root, 
they believe for a while and in time 
of temptation fall away.  And as for 
what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go 
on their way, they are choked by 
the cares and riches and pleasures 
of life, and their fruit does not 
mature.  And as for that in the good 
soil, they are those who, hearing 
the word, hold it fast in an honest 
and good heart, and bring forth 
fruit with patience.”  As Jesus said 
this, He called out, “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”
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O Master, Christ our God, King of all ages and Maker of all things, I thank Thee for all 
the good things which Thou hast given me and of partaking of Thine immaculate and 
life-giving Mysteries.  Wherefore, I pray Thee, who art good and loves mankind, keep 
me under Thy protection and in the shadow of Thy wings, and grant me a pure con-
science, even unto my last breath to partake of Thy Holy Gifts for unto Thee we ascribe 
glory and thanksgiving, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever 
and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

POST COMMUnIOn PRAyER OF ST. BASIl THE GREAT 
(pray silently after receiving the holy gifts) 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) 

 Praise the Lord from the Heavens; Praise Him in the highest; Alleluia.

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) tHE
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OFFERINGS
+ Prayers of Health and Safety are offered for +

Maksimenko Family, Wenker Family, 
Mariya, Fritts Family, Emily, Bob, Elena, 

Tomashevskiy Family, Daneel, Giorgi, Levan, 
Liza, Tamar, Maia, Levan, Giorgi, Beka, 

Khatuna, Richard, Levan, Lela, Daniel, Irina, 
Daria and child, Christopher, Christopher, 

Daniel, Sophia, George, Nun Thecla, 
Ekaterina, Anne, Angelina, Igor, Robert, 

Alexander, Mark, Catherine, Elizabeth, Maria, 
Renee and child, Whelan Family, Maria, 

Brown Family, Chris, Voron Family, Mary, 
Elizabeth, Fr. Dean, Carolyn, Ruzgar, Gokalp
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OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is offered by Rhonda Mertens for the health, safety, and memory of her loved ones.

Mariya, Ivan, Alexsandra, Vladimir, 
Klaudiya, Vladimir, Agrapena, Pavel, 

Alexsander, Vladimir, Pelagea, Evgenia, Iakov, 
Nina, Natela, Lary, Giorgi, Zhana, Lydia, 

Victor, Tatyana, Alexander, Evdokia, 

+++ Prayers of Loving Memory are offered for +++  

Ephimia, Ephim, Michael, Fr. Neil, Alexey, 
Alexander, Alexandra, Yuri, Valentin, Boris, 
Valentina, Vladimir, Radovanka, William, 

Steven, John, John, Connie, Dustin, Aysem, 
Jaime, Ann, Priscilla, Dan



It’s worth looking at this parable closely, and the most important thing that we 
have to ask ourselves in this parable is: Which soil am I? and How can I become 
the receptive soil? That’s the one difference here. If I throw seed on cement, 
it will never grow. It might sprout, but it’ll never grow. That’s the kind of the 
stubbornness of the world. But the one difference here is that everyone has the 
capacity to become good soil. In the three types of soil that we heard: the hard 
soil, that’s the closed mind, the mind that just sort of comes with arrogance 
and comes either thinking they know everything or thinking that they’re not 
really interested in it and they have nothing to learn. That simply requires a 
change of mind. The hard heart, the hard ground can be softened. We can 
repent of that attitude of spiritual arrogance, to say, “I will allow myself to be 
vulnerable. I will allow myself to be open to this, to be soft.” Jesus even quotes 
in one part of the Scriptures; he quotes the Old Testament, “I’ll take away your 
heart of stone, and I’ll give you a heart of flesh.” That’s what’s required for those 
of us that have the hard heart, those of us that have the hard sort of trodden-
down ground. Maybe even with that hard ground there’s something even 
deeper. Hard ground is something that is walked on all the time. Maybe we’ve 
had a hard life. Maybe we’ve sort of been through the school of hard knocks, 
and when we get that way, we kind of know everything. We’re not willing to 
change. We’re not willing to see things in a different way, but it requires that 
somehow a spade come and break that ground up, break our heart up, in 
order to soften it, in order to make it receptive for the word of God. So even 
the hard heart can be receptive, the shallow ground, the shallow ground that’s 
distracted by the cares of the world. Whatever the condition of our heart is, if 
we’re honest about it, the prescription is there: break up the hard heart, allow 
the word of God to dwell in those deeply who are shallow, to go deeper, to rip 
out the weeds of the care of this world. We have to read this parable again and 
again and again, and realize that it’s Christ himself who is telling us this. 
-Fr. Thomas Soroka

The Importance of God’s Word


