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THE BASIL LEAF 

A New Year! 

Fr. James Purdie 

What a year 2018 was!  It had its ups 

and its downs.  It had joy and sadness. It 

had feasting and fasting.  Simply put, it 

wasn’t much different from any other 

year in the life of the parish, and 

probably wasn’t much different for our 

personal lives.  We grow, we mature, 

and we progress. Sometimes we are 

extremely busy without much to show for it.  At other times, so much can 

be achieved in such a short amount of time that we can hardly keep up 

with the change.  Such is life, and as of right now, I wouldn’t have it any 

other way.  

 Now it’s 2019.  I imagine it will be like the previous years: ups and 

downs, joy and sadness, etc. And so, this year has much to offer us as a 

parish.  There will be plenty to challenge us, keep us busy, and allow us 

to progress.  

For starters, we have resolved to secure a loan for our balloon 

payment ($187k) ASAP, and prepare for an increase in our monthly 

mortgage obligations.  Fortunately, this past year we were in the black 

every month and made all our financial obligations to the Archdiocese.  

This is a cause of hope and joy. It means that we have been focused on 

the right things.  And so, this month we will begin taking a fresh look at 

our finances considering we finished 2018 on a great financial note and 

knowing what we have coming down the pike.  With that in mind, please 

thank Beth Johnson.  Beth has worked wonders for St. Basil’s financial 

stability, and my personal peace of mind.  Thank you, Beth, and may 

God grant you many years!  

Secondly, as you know, missions and evangelism are vital. It’s a 
Divine call that we share and spread the good news.  If we have the 
fullness of the faith, and we do, then we must bring it to others and not 
leave others to do the job.  Orthodoxy has a rich tradition of missionary 
endeavors.  Now the mantel is here for us to assume.  St. Basil’s itself 
was founded by just that missionary zeal, and so it’s part of our parish 
culture.  

(Cont. on p. 4)    

   Only the good deed done for 
Christ’s sake brings us the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit.  All that is not 
done for Christ’s sake, even 
though it be good, brings 
neither reward in the future life 
nor the grace of God in this life.  
That is why our Lord Jesus 
Christ said: “He who gathers not 
with Me scatters.” (Lk. 11:23)  
          -St. Seraphim of Sarov 

January 2019 
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St. Basil The Great Antiochian Orthodox Church  

Parish Happenings:  
   

The Stewardship campaign is still ongoing! 

Please complete and turn in your Stewardship 

cards, and don’t forget to include birthdays and 

anniversaries!  100% of packets have been 

distributed.  Please take a moment to fill out and 

return them in the post-paid envelope or return 

them to the church admin office.  Your 

cooperation is much appreciated.   

(continued on p. 2) 
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Parish Happenings (continued from p.1)  

Congratulations to Bryce and Megan Temple, on the birth of 
their son, Ender, on December 28, 2018. 

 Orthodoxy on Tap has been meeting the second Thursday of 
each month, 6:30pm, at Tradition Brewery in Oyster Point, 
Newport News.  It’s open to anyone who enjoys good food, fel-
lowship, and discussing Orthodoxy.  See Erik Voron for details.   

 Church attendance, especially at the Divine Liturgy, is im-
portant.  The Liturgy is our common work before the Lord.  By 
participating in the Eucharist, we are showing the world and 
each other that we are the Church.  The Eucharist is, in fact, 
what makes us the Church.  It is what makes us people of God.  
Everyone is encouraged to attend frequently, on time, and pre-
pared by fasting and regular confession.  

    The Chapel of St. Basil will be meeting every week to pray 
the Western Rite Vespers.  We ask for everyone’s prayers as 
we begin steps to form a treasury and look for a place to meet 
in the community. 

 

    Bishop THOMAS 
came to visit, and the 
children were able to 
ask questions after 
service. We always 
love when our Bish-
op comes because 
he clearly loves chil-
dren and they are so 
comfortable with 
him.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On December 9th, 17 of our students put on a small Christmas 
concert at the Northampton Convalescent Center. They played 
instruments and sang to those staying there. Afterward, they 
passed out cards and visited briefly.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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Parish Happenings: (continued from p. 2)  

 The Youth Group presented their St. Nicholas program last 
month, but had no normal meeting. 

  

 

St. Nicholas visited our parish 
after Vespers on December 
8th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kids then checked their 
shoes afterward and found 
treats!   

 

 

 

 

At our St. Nick 
party, kids of all 
ages made edible 
Christmas trees, 
decorated cars, 
listened to the Na-
tivity story, painted 
ornaments and 
made Christmas 
cards.  Over 30 
children attended. 
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A New Year! (continued from p. 1) 

For that reason, this year I am asking us to wholeheartedly sup-
port the Chapel of St. Basil (the western rite group).  This requires a leap 
of faith and trust, which we are accustomed to after having taken on our 
building project.  We will not “lose” parishioners, or money.  When (and if) 
the time comes, we would be “sending out” missionary parishioners.  We 
won’t be splitting the parish.  A parish split is what happens when a 
church is internally at odds with itself and can’t grow up.  Instead we are 
talking about giving birth to daughter church.  We give birth to children all 
the time.  No one thinks (I hope not, anyway) that the new child will split 
the family.  No, they rejoice at the growth!  And we will grow, because 
people will be attracted to what we are doing.  They will see us fulfilling 
the great commission to baptize, teach, and preach, and they will want to 
join St. Basil to share in that ministry.  Plus, others will want to join the 
mission itself.  It’s a win-win.  And if it fails to take root, then it fails.  Either 
way, we will have responded to God’s call and the zeal of our people, and 
that is always a win.   

The western rite is largely unknown to our parish, and throughout 

Orthodoxy.  However, many of our ancestors worshiped in that rite prior 

to the Great Schism.  It’s perfectly Orthodox.  St. Basil’s isn’t going to be-

come western rite, but we can learn about and support this rich Tradition.  

For now, we have a sufficient group of motivated and committed people 

already involved.  We will see what happens, but they need your support.  

Please pray for them, because we have a real opportunity here. 

Now, as we move into 2019 we have two Deacons.  This is 

unique to most parishes our size.  It’s even unique to parishes three times 

our size!  It warms my heart to see our parish embrace Dn. Christopher 

and Dn. John as clergy.  It speaks to our piety and maturity.  Bp. THOM-

AS was right when said, “to those who have much, much is expected.”  

We have now an abundance of clergy (to say nothing of our two chap-

lains), and so much is expected of us.  Let us take some time to consider 

how this blessing of two Deacons can serve the glory of God and the 

community of Hampton Roads. 

Some other things 2019 will bring us: We will continue to develop 

the Youth Group, Teen SOYO, and Sunday School programs.  On March 

17
th
 we will be hosting the Sunday of Orthodoxy for the Orthodox Church-

es in Hamptons Roads.  We will host a Sacred arts Festival again.  The 

icons will continue to be installed.  The Home school co-op will continue 

to meet.  We will develop more chanters and choir members.  There will 

be weddings, baptisms, and babies.  Plus, the all the usual happenings 

and services that make up our parish life.  There’s a lot! 

This means work hard.  We always must work hard if we are go-

ing to succeed.  We are still a relatively small parish and so there is no 

hiding.  Get involved, stay involved.  Make your mark on the community, 

for the community, and for God.  We need sharp eyes and all hands on 

deck.  

Therefore, we cannot quarrel with one another.  We cannot be-

come resentful.  We must keep peace.  Peace requires much if it’s to be 

maintained.  It takes holding one’s tongue, but also knowing when to 

speak.  It takes diligent and thoughtful planning.  It takes sacrifice, and 

self-sacrifice.  Peace takes honesty.  We cannot sacrifice long term 

peace for the sake of avoiding conflict in the short term. We cannot be 

people pleasers.  We must understand and maintain reasonable bounda-

ries.  We can’t always be everywhere doing all things.  Finally, we must, 

must, must forgive one another.  If we do all that then ministry can hap-

pen.   

Love one another.  Check in on each other.  Invite people to 

Church.  Support the ministries, attend and receive the sacraments.  

Practice the virtues.  Get up when you fall, and help your brothers and 

sisters when they need a hand up.  May God bless the crown of the new 

year!  
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Dates to Remember 

Great Vespers, Saturdays 6:30 PM. Matins, Sundays, 9:25 AM. 

Divine Liturgy, Sundays, 10:30 AM. 

Sunday School & Adult Ed, Sundays following Liturgy. 

 

Jan  

 1    Feast of St Basil and Circumcision of Christ 

     Matins, 9:30am 

     Liturgy, 10:30am 

 4    Royal Hours. 9:00am 

 5    Matins, 9:25am 

     Liturgy, 10:30am 

     Women’s Group Gift Exchange, 4:30pm, Park Lane Tavern, 

      Peninsula Towne Center, (Bring a gift under $25 to share) 

 6    Parish Council Meeting, 12:45pm 

 8    Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St Basil, 7:00pm 

 10   Orthodoxy on Tap, 6:30pm,  

      Traditions Brewery, Newport News 

 15   Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 18   Homeschool Group, 9:00am 

 20   Antiochian Women’s Meeting 

 22   Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 

 29   Bible Study, 11:30am 

     Chapel of St. Basil, 7:00pm 


