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Welcome visitors!  If you are visiting with us for the first time, we greet you in the Holy Name of Christ, our Saviour, and 
hope you will join us in fellowship after worship. We are genuinely pleased to have you with us today.  We must remind 

you that while the Orthodox Church prays for the unity of all, we do not practice “open Communion.” Only those Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and regular confession should approach the chalice.   

 
For questions, please contact Fr. James Purdie.  

Blessings. 
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First and second finding of the Honorable Head of 
the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and 
Baptist of the Lord, John 

(Commemorated on February 24)

During the days of Saint Constantine the Great (May 21), when 
Christianity began to flourish, the holy Forerunner appeared 
twice to two monks journeying to Jerusalem on pilgrimage to the 
holy places, and he revealed the location of his venerable head.

The monks uncovered the holy relic and, placing it into a sack of 
camel-hair, they proceeded homewards. Along the way they en-
countered an unnamed potter and gave him the precious burden 
to carry. Not knowing what he was carrying, the potter continued 
on his way. But the holy Forerunner appeared to him and ordered 
him to flee from the careless and lazy monks, with what he held 
in his hands. The potter concealed himself from the monks and at 
home he preserved the venerable head with reverence. Before his 
death he placed it in a water jug and gave it to his sister.

From that time the venerable head was successively preserved by 
devout Christians, until the priest Eustathius (infected with the 
Arian heresy) came into possession of it. He beguiled a multitude 
of the infirm who had been healed by the holy head, ascribing 
their cures to the fact that it was in the possession of an Arian. 
When his blasphemy was uncovered, he was compelled to flee. 
After he buried the holy relic in a cave, near Emesa, the heretic 
intended to return later and use it for disseminating falsehood. 
God, however, did not permit this. Pious monks settled in the 
cave, and then a monastery arose at this place. In the year 452 
Saint John the Baptist appeared to Archimandrite Marcellus of 
this monastery, and indicated where his head was hidden. This 
became celebrated as the Second Finding. The holy relic was 
transferred to Emesa, and later to Constantinople.

*Bibliography- https://www.oca.org/ 3



RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 
IN TONE FOUR

Having learned the joyful message 
of the Resurrection from the angel 
the women disciples of the Lord 
cast from them their parental 
condemnation. 

And proudly broke the news to 
the Disciples, saying: Death hath 
been spoiled; 

Christ God is risen, granting the 
world Great Mercy.

TROPARION OF ST. BASIL THE
GREAT IN TONE ONE

In all the earth that received thy 

sayings, thy melody did resound, 
O righteous father, through which 
thou didst go about and proclaim, 
as worthy of God, the nature of 
creatures, cultivating the character 
of mankind, O thou of kingly 
Priesthood, Basil. 

Wherefore, plead thou with Christ 
God to save our souls.

KONTAKION FOR THE PHARISEE 
AND PUBLICAN IN TONE FOUR

Let us flee the Pharisee’s conceited 
vaunting; let us learn the Publican’s 
humility, and cry with groans unto 
the Savior: 

Thou Who alone art swiftly 
reconciled, be gracious unto us.

ANTIPHON
tHE
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ANTIPHON EPISTLE
tHE

Make your vows and pay them to 
the Lord our God.

God is known in Judea; His Name 
is great in Israel.

The Reading from the Second 
Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. 
(3:10-15)

My son Timothy, you have followed 
my teaching, conduct, purpose, 
faith, longsuffering, love, patience, 
persecutions, sufferings, what things 
befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, 
and at Lystra. 

What persecutions I endured! And 
out of them all the Lord delivered 
me. 

Indeed all who would live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

But people who are wicked and 
deceivers will proceed from worse 
to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. 

But as for you, continue in the things 
which you have learned and have 
been assured of, knowing from

whom you have learned them, and 
how from infancy you have known 
the sacred temple writings which 
are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.
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GOSPEL
tHE

The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. Luke. (18:10-14)

The Lord spoke this parable: “Two 
men went up into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. 

The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 
Thee that I am not like other men, 
extortionists, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of 
all that I get.’ 

But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!’ 

I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than 
the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but 
he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.”
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OFFERINGS
+ Prayers of Health and Safety are offered for +

Shelly, Samantha, Ray, Sylvia Fam, 
Vandenbrook Fam, Aaron, Lauren, Frank, 

Brian, Hannah, Josiah, John, Andrea, Raider 
+ Children, Dn. Chris + fam, Ross Fam, 
Daniel, Irina, Christopher, Daria + child, 
Christopher, Daniel, Sophia, George, Nun 

Thecla, Ekaterina, Angelina, Igor, Alexander, 
Mak, Alexander, Fr. Ilya, Jeremy (N/O), Kat, 
Maria, Ana, Vasieii, Hylarion, Irina, Fr. John, 

Fams. of Hovan, Fields, Thompson, Butler, 
Neal, Nixon, Edens, Davis, Simerick, Lunsford, 

Zambonini, Freedman, Leary, and Holden, 
Charlie, Anastasia, John, Oxana, Erik, Esra, 
Michael, Alyssa, Bill, Victoria, Nathan, Lee, 

Lisa, Brigid, Margaret, Scott, Thadeus, David, 
Archpriest Emil, John, Cheryl, Camron, 
Aaron, Kathy, Seraphim, Robert, Ethan, 

John, Axenia, Loury fam, Jones fam. 

+++ Prayers of Loving Memory are offered for +++  

Holy Bread is offered by Anna Mary Vogt and Rhonda Mertens for the health, safety and memory of their 
loved ones.

Marcie, Lena, Gerhard, Roger, Kelly, El 
Ephraim, Kr. Farha, Bishop Milotin, Fr.Isaac, 

Fr. John, Bp. Pimen, Armira, Oksana 
Paschenko, Fr. Michael, Fr. Joseph, Fr. 

Michael, Tatiana, Ivan, Mariya, Agrepina, Ion, 
Gheorghe, Victor, Elisabeta, Margareta

Alexander, Yuri, Boris, Valentin, Valentina, 
Vladimir, Elena, Evlokia, Leonard, Raymond, 
Mary Jane, Nadejda, Sergei, Lydia, Tatjana, 

Alexander, Evlokia, Ephimia, Ephim, Alexey,
Victor, Paul, Nicholas, Theodosius, Ralph, Fr. 
Ernesto, Gabby, Patricia, William, Richard



THE SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE

The icon of the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee shows both men in the 
manner in which they enter the temple to pray. The Pharisee goes to a very prom-
inent place where others will see him. The positions of his hands indicate that he 
is addressing God by speaking of his stature and accomplishments. In contrast, 
the Publican enters and remains in a low place, far from the holiest parts of the 
temple. His posture shows his openness to God, his humility, and his petition for 
mercy.

The icon also shows the state of both men as they leave the temple. Following the 
words of Christ in Luke 18:14, the Publican has now been exalted in the kingdom 
of God because of his humility. He leaves the temple forgiven, and he shows that 
he remains open to the will of God. In contrast, the Pharisee leaves the temple 
unjustified, still in need of forgiveness. Because of his pride and lack of repen-
tance, he will be humbled before God, the One who knows the condition of each 
person’s soul and who will offer the gift of salvation to those who come to Him in 
true repentance.

*Bibliography
http://www.goarch.org/


