
S t .  B a s i l  t h e  G r e a t 
A nt i o c h i an  O r t ho do x  C hu r c h



Welcome visitors!  If you are visiting with us for the first time, we greet you in the Holy Name of Christ, our Saviour, and 
hope you will join us in fellowship after worship. We are genuinely pleased to have you with us today.  We must remind 

you that while the Orthodox Church prays for the unity of all, we do not practice “open Communion.” Only those Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and regular confession should approach the chalice.   

 
For questions, please contact Fr. James Purdie.  

Blessings. 
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Holy Father Auxentius of the Mountain

This Saint, who was from the East, lived during the reign of Saint Theo-
dosius the Younger. In 442 he enlisted in the Fourth Military Company 
of the Scholarii, that is, the Imperial Guard. Afterwards, he became a 
monk on a certain mountain in Bithynia (which later took his name), 
not far from Chalcedon. On becoming the archimandrite of the monas-
tics gathered there, and proving himself to be most enduring in asceti-
cism and most Orthodox in his faith, he reposed during the reign of the 
Emperor Leo the Great of Thrace, who reigned from 457 to 474.

Cyril, Equal-to-the-Apostles & Teacher of the Slavs

Saint Cyril was born in Thessaloniki in the early 9th century to pious 
parents. His family was one of only a few Byzantines in Thessaloniki 
at that time since it was largely populated by Slavs. Growing up in this 
situation, Cyril learned the Slavonic language, which later in life would 
serve him and the Church at large. He continued his education in Con-
stantinople with his brother Methodios (see May 11th), each taking to 
their particular interests: Methodios in politics, and Cyril in philosophy 
and teaching.

The two brothers were approached in 850 by Saint Photios the Great (see 
February 6th) to lead a diplomatic mission to the Khazars, the people 
who inhabited the western shore of the Caspian Sea. Cyril and Methodi-
os accepted this mission and departed to the North. After the success of 
this trip, the brothers lived for a time in a monastery on Mount Olym-
pus where Methodios became a monk. At this time the brothers utilized 
their childhood Slavonic education to develop a written alphabet for the 
Slavonic language, which to this time had never existed. This alphabet 
became known as the Glagolithic Alphabet. On their own instigation, 
the brothers began translating the Gospels and liturgical service books 
into Slavonic.

Providentially, Cyril and Methodios were again called upon for a mis-
sion, this time to travel to Moravia to spread the Christian faith to King 
Rostislav (see May 11th) and his people. The brothers departed in 862, 
bringing with them their Slavonic alphabet and service books. After five 
years of service, the brothers made their way to Rome in 867 to have 
members of their company ordained to the priesthood to aid in the mis-
sionary journey. The group of missionaries celebrated the Divine Liturgy 
in Rome in the Slavonic language for the very first time with members 
of their party being ordained as they intended. While in Rome, Cyril fell 
deathly ill. He was tonsured a monk and died. His brother Methodios 
continued their missionary work, utilizing the Glagolthic Alphabet. Cyr-
il and his brother Methodios are commemorated together on May 11th.

*Bibliography--Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America



RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 
IN TONE THREE

Let the heavens rejoice and the 
earth be glad, for the Lord hath 
done a mighty act with His own 
arm. He hath trampled down 
death by death, and become the 
first-born from the dead. He hath 
delivered us from the depths of 
Hades, granting the world the 
Great Mercy.

TROPARION OF ST. BASIL THE
GREAT IN TONE ONE

In all the earth that received thy 
sayings, thy melody did resound, 
O righteous father, through 
which thou didst go about and 
proclaim, as worthy of God, the 
nature of creatures, cultivating 
the character of mankind, O thou 
of kingly Priesthood, Basil. 
Wherefore, plead thou with Christ 
God to save our souls.

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE 
TWO

O protection of Christians that 
cannot be put to shame, mediation 
unto the Creator most constant, O 
despise not the suppliant voices of 
those who have sinned; but be thou 
quick, O good one, to come unto 
our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: 
Hasten to intercession, and speed 
thou to make supplication, thou 
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, 
them that honor thee.

ANTIPHON
tHE



ANTIPHON EPISTLE
tHE

Make your vows to the Lord our 
God and perform them.

God is known in Judah; His Name 
is great in Israel.

The Reading from the Second 
Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
(6:16-7:1)

Brethren, you are the temple of the 
living God; as God said, “I will live in 
them and move among them, and I 
will be their God, and they shall be 
My people. Therefore, come out from 
them, and be separate from them,” 
says the Lord, “and touch nothing 
unclean; then I will welcome you, 
and I will be a father to you, and you 
shall be My sons and daughters,” 
says the Lord Almighty. 

Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from every defilement of body and 
spirit, and make holiness perfect in 
the fear of God.



GOSPEL
tHE

The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. Matthew. (15:21-
28)

At that time, Jesus went to the 
district of Tyre and Sidon. And 
behold, a Canaanite woman from 
that region came out and cried, 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 
of David; my daughter is severely 
possessed by a demon.” But He 
did not answer her one word. 

And His disciples came and 
begged Him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she is crying after us.” 
He answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” But she came and knelt 
before Him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” And He answered, “It is not 
fair to take the children’s bread 
and throw it to the dogs.” She 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
from their master’s table.” 

Then Jesus answered her, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Be 
it done for you as you desire.” 
And her daughter was healed 
instantly.
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O Master, Christ our God, King of all ages and Maker of all things, I thank Thee 
for all the good things which Thou hast given me and of partaking of Thine 
immaculate and life-giving Mysteries.  Wherefore, I pray Thee, who art good 
and loves mankind, keep me under Thy protection and in the shadow of Thy 
wings, and grant me a pure conscience, even unto my last breath to partake of 
Thy Holy Gifts for unto Thee we ascribe glory and thanksgiving, together with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

POST COMMUnIOn PRAyER OF ST. BASIl THE GREAT 
(pray silently after receiving the holy gifts) 

Praise the Lord from the Heavens; Praise Him in the highest; Alleluia.

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) tHE
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OFFERINGS
+ Prayers of Health and Safety are offered for +

June, Anton + Harris Fam, Fr. John, Irene, 
Maria, Ana, Vasilii, Irina, Arthur + Fam, 

Hylarion, John, Axenia, Sidor Fam, Mirela 
Fam, Maia Fam, Lowry Fam, Fr. Milan, 

Vladimir, Maria, Jones Fam, Samantha, Shelly, 
Ray, Emmanuel, Abigail, Grace, Meron, Elias,  

Christopher, Daria & child, Daniel, Sophia, 
George, The Riske Fam, Joiner Fam, 

Fams. of Hovan, Fields, Thompson, Butler, 
Neal, Nixon, Edens, Davis, Simerick, Lunsford, 

Zambonini, Freedman, Leary, and Holden, 
Charlie, Anastasia, John, Oxana, Erik, Esra, 
Michael, Alyssa, Bill, Victoria, Nathan, Lee, 

Lisa, Brigid, Margaret, Scott, Thadeus, David, 
Archpriest Emil, John, Cheryl, Camron, 
Aaron, Kathy, Seraphim, Robert, Ethan 
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OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is offered by Planinka Whelan for the health, safety, and memory of her loved ones.

Marcie, Lena, Gerhard, Roger, Kelly, El 
Ephraim, Kr. Farha, Bishop Milotin, Fr.Isaac, 

Fr. John, Bp. Pimen, Armira, Oksana 
Paschenko, Fr. Michael, Fr. Joseph, Fr. 

Michael, Tatiana, Ivan, Mariya, Agrepina, Ion, 
Gheorghe, Victor, Elisabeta, Margareta

+++ Prayers of Loving Memory are offered for +++  

Alexander, Yuri, Boris, Valentin, Valentina, 
Vladimir, Elena, Evlokia, Leonard, Raymond, 
Mary Jane, Nadejda, Sergei, Lydia, Tatjana, 

Alexander, Evlokia, Ephimia, Ephim, Alexey,
Victor, Paul, Nicholas, Theodosius, Ralph, Fr. 
Ernesto, Gabby, Patricia, William, Richard



Hermogenes (Germogen), Patriarch of Moscow

Our Father among the Saints Hermogenes (Germogen), Patri-
arch of Moscow, was born about 1530 in Kazan. While yet a lay-
man, he lived as a clerk in the Monastery of the Transfiguration 
in Kazan. In 1569, the year that Metropolitan Philip of Moscow 
was slain in Tver (see Jan. 9), Saint Barsanuphius, Bishop of Tver, 
fled to Kazan fearing the wrath of Ivan the Terrible. So Her-
mogenes became a spiritual son of Saint Barsanuphius. He was 
made priest of the Church of Saint Nicholas in Kazan, and was a 
witness of the miracles of the newly-appeared icon of our Lady 
of Kazan (see July 8). Later he became Abbot of the Monastery of 
the Transfiguration, and in 1589 was consecrated Metropolitan 
of Kazan, in which capacity he converted and baptized many pa-
gan Tartars and heterodox.

In late 1604, the so-called false Dimitry, a pretender to the Rus-
sian throne who claimed to be the son of Ivan the Terrible (who 
had died in 1584), crossed the Russian border, having the sup-
port of the Jesuits and King Sigismund III of Poland, who hoped through Dimitry to force Papism 
upon the Russian people; a few cities, such as Chernigov, soon surrendered to him. Shaken by these 
calamities, Tsar Boris Gudonov died suddenly, and in June, 1605, the pretender entered Moscow and 
took the Russian throne. He then declared his intention to marry a Polish woman without her receiving 
Baptism in the Orthodox Church; when the authorities and the hierarchy remained silent out of fear, 
it was Metropolitan Hermogenes alone who fearlessly rebuked him and demanded that she renounce 
Papism and be baptized according to the rites of Orthodoxy. For this, Hermogenes was banished to 
Kazan. In 1606 Prince Basil Shuisky led the people in the overthrow of Dimitry, and Basil was elected 
Tsar in Moscow; Hermogenes was made Patriarch of Moscow. The overthrow of Dimitry did not end 
the endeavours of the Poles to subject Russia to themselves, and in those times of upheavals, treachery, 
and bloodshed, the valiant Patriarch Hermogenes showed himself to be a great spiritual leader of the 
people, and, like Saint Philip of Moscow almost half a century before, the conscience of Orthodox Rus-
sia in times of betrayal and terror.

In 1609 King Sigismund succeeded in setting his son upon the Russian throne, and Patriarch Hermo-
genes again insisted that the new Tsar be baptized in the Orthodox Church, marry an Orthodox Chris-
tian, and have no dealings with the Pope. The Poles, together with rebel boyars who supported them, 
imprisoned Patriarch Hermogenes in an underground chamber of the Chudov Monastery during Holy 
Week of 1611, where they slowly starved him to death; he gave up his holy soul on February 17, 1612.

In 1653, his holy relics were found incorrupt; in 1812, when Napoleon captured Moscow, the Saint’s 
tomb was desecrated in the search for treasure; when the French withdrew, the Patriarch’s holy body 
was found intact on the floor of the cathedral; in 1883 his holy relics were again found whole. Saint 
Hermogenes was glorified on May 12, 1913, and added to the choir of holy hierarchs of Moscow, whose 
feast is celebrated on October 5; at the time of his glorification a multitude of miracles were wrought 
through his incorrupt relics.

*Bibliography
Holy Transfiguration Monastery - Brookline, MA


