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His Eminence
Metropolitan JOSEPH,
Archbishop of
New York
and Metropolitan of
all North America.

His Grace
Bishop THOMAS,
Auxiliary Bishop
of The Diocese of Oakland,
Charleston,
and the Mid-Atlantic.

REV. FATHER JAMES PURDIE, PASTOR
1520 Todds Lane
Hampton, VA 23666
Phone: Office (757) 223-4159, Cell: (412) 327-4099
Email: OrthodoxHampton@gmail.com
Web Site: www.OrthodoxHampton.com

Welcome visitors! If you are visiting with us for the first time, we greet you in the Holy Name of Christ, our Saviour, and
hope you will join us in fellowship after worship. We are genuinely pleased to have you with us today. We must remind
you that while the Orthodox Church prays for the unity of all, we do not practice “open Communion.” Only those Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and regular confession should approach the chalice.
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For questions, please contact Fr. James Purdie.
Blessings.

The Beheading of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner,
and Baptist John
The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord, John
the Baptist: The Evangelists Matthew (Mt.14:1-12) and Mark
(Mark 6:14-29) provide accounts about the martyric end of
John the Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth of Christ.
Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist
was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler
of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After
the death of king Herod the Great, the Romans divided the
territory of Palestine into four parts, and put a governor in
charge of each part. Herod Antipas received Galilee from
the emperor Augustus). The prophet of God John openly
denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, the daughter
of the Arabian king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his
birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the elders and
a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the daughter of Herod,
danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude
to the girl, he swore to give her whatever she would ask, up
to half his kingdom.
The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias
asked that she be given the head of John the Baptist on
a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the
wrath of God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he
had heeded. He also feared the people, who loved the holy
Forerunner. But because of the guests and his careless oath,
he gave orders to cut off the head of Saint John and to give
it to Salome. According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead
preacher of repentance once more opened and proclaimed:
“Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother Philip.”
Salome took the platter with the head of Saint John and
gave it to her mother. The frenzied Herodias repeatedly
stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a needle and buried
his holy head in a unclean place. But the pious Joanna,
wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, buried the head of John the
Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where
Herod had a parcel of land. (The Uncovering of the Venerable
Head is celebrated February 24). The holy body of John the
Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried at
Sebastia, there where the wicked deed had been done.
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ANTIPHON
THE

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FOUR
Having learned the joyful
message of the Resurrection from
the angel the women disciples
of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And
proudly broke the news to the
Disciples, saying: Death hath
been spoiled; Christ God is risen,
granting the world Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE
ARCHANGELS IN TONE FOUR
Supreme Commander of the
Hosts of the Heavens, * we,
the unworthy, importune and
beseech thee * that by thy
supplications thou encircle us * in
the shelter of the wings * of thine
immaterial glory, * guarding us
who now fall down * and cry to
thee with fervor: * Deliver us from
dangers of all kinds, * as the great
Marshal of the heavenly hosts on
high.
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TROPARION OF ST. BASIL THE
GREAT (TONE 1)
In all the earth that receiveth thy
sayings, thy melody did resound O
righteous Father, through which
Thou didst go about and proclaim
as worthy of God the nature of
creatures, cultivating the character
of mankind,
O Thou of kingly priesthood Basil,
wherefore plead thou with ChristGod to save our souls.
KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF
THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one,
Joachim and Anna were delivered
from the reproach of barrenness;
and Adam and Eve were delivered
from the corruption of death; thy
people do celebrate it, having been
saved from the stain of iniquity,
crying unto thee: The barren doth
give birth to the Theotokos, who
nourisheth our life.

EPISTLE
THE

O Lord, how marvelous are Thy works. In
wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
The Reading from the First Epistle
of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
(16:13-24)
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm
in your faith, be courageous, and
be strong. Let all that you do
be done in love. Now, brethren,
you know that the household of
Stephanas were the first converts
in Achaia, and they have devoted
themselves to the service of the
saints; I urge you to be subject
to such men and to every fellow
worker and laborer. I rejoice at the

coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus
and Achaicus, because they have
made up for your absence; for they
refreshed my spirit as well as yours.
Give recognition to such men. The
churches of Asia send greetings.
Aquila and Prisca, together with
the church in their house, send you
hearty greetings in the Lord.
All the brethren send greetings.
Greet one another with a holy kiss.
I, Paul, write this greeting with my
own hand. If anyone has no love for
the Lord, let him be accursed.
Our Lord, come! The grace of the
Lord Jesus be with you. My love be
with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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GOSPEL
THE

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew. (21:3342)
The Lord spoke this parable: “There
was a householder who planted a
vineyard, and set a hedge around
it, and dug a wine press in it, and
built a tower, and let it out to
tenants, and went into another
country.
When the season of fruit drew
near, he sent his servants to the
tenants, to get his fruit; and the
tenants took his servants and beat
one, killed another, and stoned
another.
Again he sent other servants, more
than the first; and they did the same
to them. Afterward he sent his son
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to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’ But when the tenants saw
the son, they said to themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and have his inheritance.’ And
they took him and cast him out
of the vineyard, and killed him.
When therefore the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?”
They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable
death, and let out the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him
the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus
said to them, “Have you never read
in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone
which the builders rejected has
become the head of the corner;
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
marvelous in our eyes?’”

THE

KOINONIKON ( COMMUNION HYMN)

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN)
Praise the Lord from the Heavens; Praise Him in the highest; Alleluia.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT
(PRAY SILENTLY AFTER RECEIVING THE HOLY GIFTS)
O Master, Christ our God, King of all ages and Maker of all things, I thank Thee for all
the good things which Thou hast given me and of partaking of Thine immaculate and
life-giving Mysteries. Wherefore, I pray Thee, who art good and loves mankind, keep
me under Thy protection and in the shadow of Thy wings, and grant me a pure conscience, even unto my last breath to partake of Thy Holy Gifts for unto Thee we ascribe
glory and thanksgiving, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever
and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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OFFERINGS
+ Prayers of Health and Safety are offered for +
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Dn Christopher + fam, Ross fam, Philip,
Anne Brown, Preyma, Fr Theophilus,
Veornica, Asha Sophia, Angela + children,
Thresa, Elias, Katherine Elisabeth, Emanuel,
Abby, Daniel, Paul, Elizabeth, Voron fam,
Slagy fam, Esra, Gracem, Veronica, Asha
Sophia, Katherine Elizabeth, Theresa,
Ekaterina, Angelina, Igor, Alexander, Irene,
Sidor fam, Maria, Mirela + fam, Jones fam,
Catalina + fam, Edens fam, Simerick fam,
Danyl, James, John, Mylarion, Stuart, David,
Anne, Whelan fam, Alexander, Anne, Jane
+ Joe, David, Stuard, Dn, Christopher + fam,
Ross fam, Justin, Taylor, Marcia, Voron
fam, Slagy fam, Paul, Elizabeth, Carolyn,
Father Dean, Esra, AJ, Nora, Ray, Crystal,
Carolyn,Mirela + fam, Fr. Milan, Evelyn,
Celeste, Brown fam, Vigil fam,

Fr Dean, Robert, Angel, Xavier, Fr Milton +
fam, Fr Adam + fam, Fr Elia + fam, Fr Earl +
fam, David Fam, Leary fam, Jared, Basil,
Howell fam, Whelan fam, Irene, Fr. John,
Mylarion, Nathaniel, James, George, Vasilii,
Stephen, Irene, Hylarrion, Maria, George &
fam, Mariann, Nathaniel, Tom, Cory, Maria,
Vasily, Anna, Vladimir, John & fam, Betka &
fam, Anne, David & fam. Fr. Milan, Stuard,
The Whelan Family, Christopher, Daria,
Christopher, Daniel, Sophia, George, Daniel,
Irina, nun Thecla, Ekaterina, Angelina,
Igor, Hoffman Family, Christine and child,
Tarka Family, Szall Family, Michael, Tanya,
Kristina, Matthew, Maryann, Olesnovitch
Family, Father Ted, Edith, Arthur fam,
Mariann, George fam, Brigid, Kathy, Nathan,
Grant, Debbie. Klein fam

OFFERINGS
+++ Prayers of Loving Memory are offered for +++

Lydia, Victor, Tatjana, Alexander, Evdoria,
Ephim, Michael, Alexey, Alexander, Turi,
Kelly, Mary, Gerhard, Asnaketch, Marvin,
Erica, Eric, Caroline, Fr. John, Dustin,
Aysem, Jaime, Robert, Xavier, Angel, Jerome,
Dadovanka, Lazar, William, Lydia, Tatyana,
Alexander, Evdoria, Ephimia. Gabby, Patricia,
Radovanka, John, Steven, Connie, Sergei.
Tatiana, Ion, Maria, Agrepina, Nadejda, Anne,
Robert, Eric, Russell, Kh. Farha, El Ephraim,
Bishop Mititin, Marie, Lena, Nun Sophia, Fr
Niel, Alexei, Alexander, Yuri, Valentina, Boris,
Samuel, Paul, Lina, Kelly, Roger, Leonard,
Mary Jane, William, John, Radovanka,
John, Pricilla, Dan, Lydia, Victor, Tatyana,
Alexander, Evdokia, Ephimia, Ephim,

Michael, Alexander, Alexey, Yuri, Boris,
Valentin, Vladimir, Edith, Maria, Ivan,
Alecsandra, Vladimir,
Klaudiya, Agrafena, Pavel, Iakov, Vladimir,
Evgenia. Alexander, Elena, Nina, AJ, Eric,
Caroline, Dustin, Aysen, Jaime.
Patricia, Esther, Jose, Diana, Marvin, Erica,
Boris, Valentin, Valentina, Elena, Vladimir,
Evdoria, Marcie, Lena, Dorothy, Roger, Kelly,
Gerhard, Bill, Nun Sophia, Nikolay, Maria,
Sophia, Natela, Zhana, Raymond, Giorgi-Lary,
Mary Jane. Leonard, Mariya, Ivan, Alexander,
Vladimir, Klaudiya, Agpafena, Pavel,
Vladimir, Tatyana, Ephim, Boris, Sergei,
Alexandra. Alexander, Valentina, Michael,
Marvin, Thomas, Helen, Carmen, Erica,

Holy Bread is offered by Dasha Saur for the health, safety, and memory of her loved ones.
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12th Sunday of Matthew
The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers

In this week’s Gospel, Christ is warning the people to take their
work seriously. In the parable, the landowner had grown weary
of the way the vinedressers had misappropriated his vineyard
and how they had treated his representatives. Now he had sent
his own son to correct them. This was their last chance to repent
of their behavior and see themselves as stewards and servants
of God’s will – and of his son. The warning to the Jews was clear:
they had ignored God’s instructions and they had ignored the
corrections offered by the prophets. At the time of this Gospel
proclamation, God had sent his own son. If they ignored him and
his instructions – worse yet, if they killed him and tried to set
themselves up in his place, not only would the vineyard finally be
taken away from them, they would be punished according to the
wickedness of their deeds.
But this warning was not just for the religious leaders of yesterday,
it is a warning to us now as well. With this parable, Christ is
reminding us of the terms of the contract when it comes to our
own parish: he has not given us this parish. We do not own it to
do with it as we want. He is simply leasing it to us. It is not ours
by right, but by his own good will. And if we do not run things
according to his desire, then we separate ourselves from his
grace. He will send us warnings to get us back on track, but if we
ignore those as well, he will find others to take our place and we
ourselves will suffer according to own own wickedness.
- By Fr. Anthony Perkins

