
S t .  B a s i l  t h e  G r e a t 
A nt i o c h i an  O r t ho do x  C hu r c h



Welcome visitors!  If you are visiting with us for the first time, we greet you in the Holy Name of Christ, our Saviour, and 
hope you will join us in fellowship after worship. We are genuinely pleased to have you with us today.  We must remind 

you that while the Orthodox Church prays for the unity of all, we do not practice “open Communion.” Only those Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and regular confession should approach the chalice.   

 
For questions, please contact Fr. James Purdie.  

Blessings. 
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to 
His Name, give glory to His praises.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let 
all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. 
Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. 
(Refrain)

Glory… Both now… (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, 
and may He cause His face to shine upon us, 
and have mercy upon us.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen 
from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

That Thy way may be known upon earth, 
Thy salvation among all nations; let the peo-
ples give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the 
peoples give thanks to Thee. (Refrain)

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the 
earth fear Him. (Refrain)

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and 
Word of God…

THE THIRD ANTIPHON
+  Let God arise, and let His enemies 
be scattered, and let them that hate Him flee 
from before His face.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, tram-
pling down death by death; and upon those 
in the tombs, bestowing life!

+  As smoke vanisheth, so let them 

vanish; as wax melteth before the fire. (Re-
frain)

+  So let sinners perish at the presence 
of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Re-
frain)

+  This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. 
(Refrain)

•	 After	the	verses	of	the	Third	Anti-
phon, chant the following:

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE 
HYMN) OF PASCHA
In the gathering places bless God the Lord, 
from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of 
God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing 
to Thee: Alleluia.

•	 After	the	Little	Entrance	(Eisodos),	
sing these Apolytikia in the following order.

APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS 
SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN
While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine 
forth from it, O Life. While the doors were 
closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, 
O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing 
in us through them an upright spirit, ac-
cording to the greatness of Thy mercy.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN 
TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, 
O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the 
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, 
O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing 
women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine 
Apostles, 
O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the 
fallen.



Great is the Lord, and great is 
His power. Praise the Lord, for 
the Lord is good.
The Reading from the Acts of 
the Saintly and Pure Apostles. 
(5:12-20)
In those days, many signs and 
wonders were done among the 
people by the hands of the Apos-
tles. And they were all togeth-
er in Solomon’s Portico. None of 
the rest dared join them, but the 
people held them in high honor. 
And more than ever believers 
were added to the Lord, multi-
tudes both of men and women, 
so that they even carried out the 
sick into the streets, and laid 
them on beds and pallets, that as 

Peter came by at least his shadow 
might fall on some of them. The 
people also gathered from the 
towns around Jerusalem, bring-
ing the sick and those afflicted 
with unclean spirits, and they 
were all healed. But the high 
priest rose up and all who were 
with him, that is, the party of 
the Sadducees, and filled with 
jealousy they arrested the Apos-
tles and put them in the common 
prison. 
But at night an angel of the 
Lord opened the prison doors 
and brought them out and said, 
“Go and stand in the temple and 
speak to the people all the words 
of this Life.”

EPISTLE
tHE
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GOSPEL
tHE

The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. John. (20:19-31)
On the evening of that day, the first 
day of the week, the doors being 
shut where the Disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When He had 
said this, He showed them His hands 
and His side. Then the Disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I send you.” And when He 
had said this, He breathed on them, 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” Now 
Thomas, one of the Twelve, called 
the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other Disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see 
in His hands the print of the nails, 

and place my finger in the mark of 
the nails, and place my hand in His 
side, I will not believe.” Eight days 
later, His Disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. 
The doors were shut, but Jesus came 
and stood among them, and said, 
“Peace be with you.” Then He said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here, 
and see My hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side; do not 
be faithless, but believing.” Thom-
as answered Him, “My Lord and my 
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen Me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of the Disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but 
these are written that you may be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you 
may have life in His Name.

O Master, Christ our God, King of all ages and Maker of all things, I thank Thee for all the good 

things which Thou hast given me and of partaking of Thine immaculate and life-giving Mys-

teries.  Wherefore, I pray Thee, who art good and loves mankind, keep me under Thy protection 

and in the shadow of Thy wings, and grant me a pure conscience, even unto my last breath to 

partake of Thy Holy Gifts for unto Thee we ascribe glory and thanksgiving, together with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 
(pray silently after receiving the holy gifts) 
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OFFERINGS
+ Prayers of Health and Safety are offered for +

Simerick Family
Butler Family

Thompson Family
 Liz and child 

 Thadeus
Abigail

    Emmanuel 
Grace 
Elias

       Meron 
Tesfa

       Justin 
Maria

                  Ana 
       Vasilii 

Irina
        Arthur & Family 

Axenia
John

Fr. John
                 Irene 

Sidor Family
Maria

Mirela & Family
Maia & Family

Philip
Prema Grace
Theophilus
Veronica

Asha Sophia
Theresa Vera

Katherine Elizabeth
Angela and children

Fritts Family
Tomashevskiy Fam
Melissa & Family

Paul
Daniel

Elizabeth

June
John & Family

      Fr. Milan    
    Christopher 

Daria
Christopher

Daniel
Sophia
George

Nun Thecla
Ekaterina
Angelina

Igor
Alexander

Mark
Alexandra
Stephen

Dn. John & Family
Rubinow Family

Dn. Chris & Family
Fr. James & Family
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OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is offered by Planinka Whelan for the health, safety, and memory of her loved ones.

Asnaketch
Almaz

Priscilla
Dan

Radovanka
William
Lazar
Steven
John
John

Connie
Olga

Leonard
Raymond
Mary Jane
Jeremiah
Katherine

James

Alexander
Elena

Valentin
Gabby
Tatiana
Maria
Maria
Marcie

Gerhard
Bill

Victor
Evdokia

Alexsandra
Vladimir

Alexsander
Richard

Nina
Eric

Dustin
El Ephraim

Michael
Ivan
Yuri

Valentina
Marvin
Sergei

Agrepina
Fr. Neil

Nadejda
Dorothy
Roger
Mary

Tatyana
Mariya

Vladimir
Agrafena
Pelagea
Evgenia
Sibrina
Caroline

Nick
Ephimia
Alexey
Evdokia

Boris
Vladimir

+++ Prayers of Loving Memory are offered for +++  
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ABOUT THOMAS
SUNDAY

The Orthodox Church observes the 
Sunday of Thomas one week follow-
ing the celebration of the Sunday of 
Holy Pascha. The day commemorates 
the appearance of Christ to His dis-
ciples on the evening of the Sunday 
following Passover. It also commem-
orates the appearance of the Lord to 
His disciples eight days later when 
Thomas was present and proclaimed 
“My Lord and my God” upon seeing 
the hands and side of Christ.

This Sunday is also called Antipascha 
(meaning “in the stead of Pascha,” 
not “in opposition to Pascha”) because 
with this day, the first Sunday after 
Pascha, the Church consecrates every 
Sunday of the year to the commemo-
ration of Pascha, that is, the Resur-
rection.

Saint Thomas the Apostle is com-
memorated by the Church on October 
6.

BIBLICAL STORY

The events commemorated on the 
Sunday of Thomas are recorded in 
the Gospel of Saint John 20:19-29. 
Following the crucifixion and burial 
of Christ, the disciples were gathered 
in a room with the doors closed and 
locked for fear of the Jews. On the 
evening of the Sunday after Passover, 
Jesus Christ entered the room and 
stood in their midst, greeting them 
with the words, “Peace be with you.” 

(v. 19) He showed the disciples his 
hands, feet, and side. (v. 20)

Thomas was not present with the dis-
ciples when Jesus appeared, and he 
did not accept the testimony of the 
other disciples concerning Christ’s 
Resurrection. He stated, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands 
and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe.” (vv. 24-25)

Eight days later, the disciples were 
gathered together again with Thom-
as present, and the Lord appeared in 
the same manner. Standing in their 
midst he said, “Peace be with you.” 
He then spoke directly to Thomas 
and said, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” (vv. 26-27) Thomas an-
swered, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 
replied by saying, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” (v. 29) 

ABOUT THE ICON

The icon of the Sunday of Thomas de-
picts Christ standing in the midst of 
the disciples. He has appeared to the 
eleven in the upper room, and he is 
inviting Thomas to come and exam-
ine his hands and his side. Thomas 
is reaching out to touch the side of 
Jesus. He is also looking to Jesus in 
a manner that indicates his faith and 
the proclamation recorded in Scrip-
ture.


